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Flora and Ulysses 
Kate DiCamillo 

1. What was the contract Flora made with her mother for the summer? 
The contract was that Flora would read literature instead of comic books. 

2. Mrs. Tickham, Flora’s neighbor, got a new powerful vacuum cleaner for her birthday. It got away from 
her in her backyard. What did it vacuum up? 
A squirrel 

3. How did Flora save the squirrel? 
Flora shook the squirrel out of the vacuum, and then gave him mouth to mouth resuscitation. 

4. What did Flora name the squirrel? 
Ulysses, after the model of the vacuum. 

5. Why did Flora’s mother always suck on a lollipop while she was writing? 
Flora’s mother used to smoke and she still needed to have something in her mouth while she typed. 

6. What unusual thing did the squirrel do after he recovered? 
He lifted the vacuum cleaner over his head – like the Super Hero in Flora’s comics. 

7. When Flora tried to explain what a Super Hero was to Ulysses, who did she use for an example? 
Incandesto, the super hero janitor from her comic books. 

8. What unusual thing did Flora’s mother have I her entryway by the stairs? 
She had an ugly lamp that she called MaryAnn, the little shepherdess and guardian of lost sheep. 

9. Mrs. Tickham’s nephew, William Spiver, came to stay with her for the summer. What was temporarily 
wrong with him? 
William Spiver said he was temporarily blind and wore dark glasses. 

10. What did Ulysses do to make Flora think he was a super hero? 
So far, Ulysses picked up the vacuum cleaner with one paw and typed on Flora’s mother’s typewriter. 
 

11. What did Mrs. Tickham and William Spiver do to make Ulysses prove he was a special squirrel? 
They sat him at the computer to see if he could type like he did at Flora’s house. He typed a poem. 

12. When Flora’s father came to pick her up for their Saturday visit, what did Flora’s mother instruct him to 
do with Ulysses? 
Flora’s mother told him to put Ulysses in a sack, hit him over the head with a shovel to kill him, and then 
bury him. 

13. Flora and her father stopped to get something to eat. When a nosy waitress poked Ulysses’ box, she 
screamed and frightened Ulysses. What did Ulysses do then? 
Ulysses jumped from the shoe box and landed in the waitress’s hair. 

14. What did Ulysses do in the diner that he had never done before? 
He flew, then he flew into a glass door and knocked himself out. 

15. Flora and her dad made their getaway from the diner with Ulysses. When they got to Dad’s apartment, 
why did they run down the hall? 
They ran because the owner of the building owned a large, mean cat named Mr. Klaus. 

16. Flora took Ulysses to a doctor’s apartment near her father’s place. The old woman was not a medical 
doctor. She insisted Flora come in. What did Dr. Meescham say was wrong with Ulysses? 
She said Ulysses did not have a concussion from flying into the door. He was just hungry. 
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17. Flora’s father came do the doctor’s apartment after being attacked by Mr. Klaus, the cat. What did 
Ulysses do then? 
Ulysses flew onto the cat and threw him down the hall, knocking the cat out. Then Ulysses felt like 
writing a poem. 

18. On the way back to her mother’s house, what did Flora ask he father if she could do? 
Flora wanted to feel her father’s heart. 

19. When Flora and her father returned home, what were William Spiver and Flora’s mother doing? 
William Spiver was helping ith her mother’s novel. 

20.  What did Flora’s mother say when Flora told her mother that she wanted to go live with her father? 
Flora’s mother said, “ It will make my life easier.” That broke Flora’s heart. 

21. Flora’s mother went to take a nap, her father went to the mother. What did Flora’s father say when he 
returned to the kitchen? 
Both parents decided that both Ulysses and Flora should stay there. 

22. Flora’s mother was acting very strange, she began chain smoking again. What did Flora think was wrong 
with her mother? 
Flora thought her mother was having a nervous breakdown. 

23.  When Flora went to sleep what did Ulysses do? 
Ulysses went to the kitchen and began to type. 

24.  Who was in the kitchen and what did Ulysses have to do? 
Flora’s mother was in the kitchen and she made Ulysses type a note. 

25.  How did Flora know the note was untrue? 
The note was signed Mr. Squirrel, Flora knew he would never sign that. 

26.  Who did Ulysses get to help her when her mother kidnapped Ulysses? 
William Spiver 

27. What did Flora take from the house to offer her mother in exchange for Ulysses? 
Flora took MaryAnn, the stupid lamp that her mother loved. 

28.  When Flora’s mother  took Ulysses in the woods in a sack with a shovel in her hand, what did Ulysses 
do/ 
Ulysses flew up and took the shovel from Flora’s mother’s hands, then flew off into the night. 

29.  How did William Spiver get in trouble with his stepfather and get sent to Mrs. Tickham’s? 
William Spiver’s stepfather called him Billy all the time, so … William pushed his truck into a lake. 

30.  When Ulysses was looking for a way back to Flora, where did he go? 
He went to the apartment building where Dr. Meescham and Flora’s father lived. 

31. As Mrs. Tickham(Tootie), William Spiver and Flora were walking home while looking for Ulysses, William 
Spiver tripped and broke his glasses. Then what happened? 
William Spiver saw stars and his eyesight returned. 

32.  Who was Mr. Klaus  attacking someone in the hallway of the apartment building? 
Flora’s mother 

33. What happened when everyone went to save mom from being attacked by Mr. Klaus? 
MaryAnn, the lamp got broken. 

34. What was the name of the poem Ulysses wrote for Flora at the end of the story? 
Words for Flora 


